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One of our regular contributors Karen Dakin was on holiday in 

France with her family and sent this lovely picture from the beach  

Foot steps in the Sand 



Our Services this Month October 2017  

1st October   16th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11 am  St Mary    All Age Worship 
 

8th October   17th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis  Morning Prayer 

11 am St Mary’s   Holy Communion  
 

15th October   18th  Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11 am St Mary’s   Matins 
 

 

22nd October   19th  Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis  Morning Prayer 

11 am St Mary’s   Holy Communion 

 

29th October   20th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St Francis  Joint Holy Comunion 

 

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin  01376 583930 psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Peter Hope    01376 502605 

Churchwarden Ann Clarke   01376514825 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy 01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken   01376 583846 

Musical Director Emmelia Van der Walt 07940 512407 

Please hand articles for the magazine to Peter Hope or contact by  

email peterhope@utilitywarehouse.org.uk by 18th of the month. 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 

Find More information on our  activities by visiting our Facebook page 

search:-<THE PARISH OF RIVENHALL AND SILVER END>  

or follow the link on our Website  
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Monthly musings from your Team Vicar. 

As we arrive at the beginning of October, some people may be la-

menting that the summer warmth has now all but passed by – 

though we will  , I dare say have some mild days from time to time. 

But it's certainly a time of seasonal change, and at 2.am on Sunday 

29th, the clocks fall back to Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) meaning 

you'll effectively get an extra hour in bed on Sunday morning before 

church! 

October is also the month during which many churches celebrate 

Harvest – including within our own parish on the 1st. A much loved 

and exciting celebration when we thank God for the produce of the 

year from the agricultural world, and with Rogation perhaps now 

seeming like a fuzzy or distant past memory. I do feel that Harvest 

Festival holds a special significance for parishes within a rural set-

ting, and provides us with a wonderful opportunity to take a step 

back from the everyday life – whatever that might mean for each of 

us, and to give thanks to God for his gifts from the natural world, 

which it is so easy for many of us to take for granted each day. To 

quote part of what is probably the most well-loved Harvest hymn, 

the occasion truly reminds us once more that 'All good gifts around 

us, are sent from heaven above'. 

October also see us celebrate the life of one of the most loved 

Saints, outside the life of the Bible, and who in fact lived many cen-

turies afterwards himself, but who was also a most devoted follower 

of Jesus made known through his own witness to faith. The person in 

question is none other that St Francis, whose life is marked by his 

feast day each year on October 4th. Francis was born around the 

year 1181, and is closely associated with Assisi in Italy, where he 

was born and to where he later returned. He rejected a life of afflu-

ence, and instead embraced a life of simplicity, necessity, and pov-

erty in his own sense of vocation, modelling his own life in many 

ways on that of our Lord. He is especially well-known for his found-

ing of the Order of St Francis: A male religious community which 

maintains it's life today, along with the Poor Clares for women, and 

the Third Order for those who feel called to the particular religious 

life, living out their vocation in the everyday world, rather than with-

in a community. 

St Francis is also attributed to having created the first ever Christ-

mas Nativity scene in around 1220, and had a real affinity with ani-

mals and the natural world as a whole – seeing God's hand in the 
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beauty of the world around him. He is known as referring to 'Brother 

Sun' and 'Sister Moon', and was even known to have preached to 

the birds, along with other animals. As such he has become known 

as the Patron Saint of animal life and the environment. Francis 

passed from this life on 3rd October 1226, and shortly beforehand 

during his lifetime is reported to have received the 'stigmata' (five 

wounds of Christ) during a vision whilst devoted in prayer. (There is 

actually a painting depicting this event at the back of All Saint's, in 

nearby Terling). We are also blessed to have St Francis' Church, in 

Silver End dedicated to him, and it seems very appropriate for a 

church which is in fact a converted barn, and having a thatched 

roof. 

We have much to learn from St Francis today, and though a rela-

tively small number of people feel called to a vocation in the reli-

gious life in the full sense of the word (that is becoming a Franciscan 

Friar or Poor Clare), many more Christians commit to become mem-

bers of the Third Order of St Francis, which is also still very active 

today. As a point of interest, it is because of when his feast day falls 

on the 4th of this month, that many churches who hold an annual 

'Pet' or 'Animal' service, do so at around this time of year. So if you 

read this in time, here’s just a little reminded that you'd be very 

welcome to come along (with or without your pet!) to the annual Pet 

Service at St Francis' Church Silver End, on 1st Oct at 3pm – taking 

place outside weather permitting. 

Reflecting on the life of St Francis should call us to take a step back 

from the hustle and bustle of everyday life, and in a way similar to 

Harvest, encourage us to give thanks to God for the simple things in 

life: Our food, clothing, shelter, the changing seasons of the natural 

world, animal life is all of it's abundant forms, and our relationships 

with both God and one another. Doing so may also help us to keep 

perspective of what is really important in the grand scheme of 

things, and to be particularly thankful for what we enjoy in life too. 

So may I wish each of you a wonderful October as we continue fur-

ther into Autumn, and pray that the every-changing seasons and 

that by taking in the beauty of the natural world around us, we will 

draw ever closer to God, and a renewed sense of his love day by 

day. 

Paul Watkin. 
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From the Registers August/ September 
Weddings: None 

Internment of Ashes—None ; Funerals  None 

Baptisms  

3 September 2017   Amelia-Rose Scannell 

10 September 2017 Georgie-Mae Bruce 

17 September 2017 

Elinor Louise and Marianne Clare Hope 

24 September 2017 

Elizabeth-Ann Griffiths and Nicola Ann Shaw 

*********************************** 

The 50/50 Club July 2017 winners   
1st  M Punt,   2nd  V Ladkin,    3rd  S Gladwell. 

*********************************** 

 

Collects and Reading For October 2017 

1st Oct 16th Sunday after Trinity 

All Age Worship 

Readings 

Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32 

Philippians 2:1-13 

Matthew 21:23-32 

Collect 

Almighty God, 

you search us and know us: 

may we rely on you in strength 

and rest on you in weakness, 

now and in all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

 

8th Oct 17th Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Isaiah 5:1-7 

Philippians 3:4b-14 

Matthew 21:33-46 
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Collect 

Gracious God, 

you call us to fullness of life: 

deliver us from unbelief 

and banish our anxieties 

with the liberating love of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

15th Oct 18th Sunday after Trinity 

Matins 

Readings 

Isaiah 25:1-9 

Psalm 23 

Philippians 4:1-9 

Matthew 22:1-14 

Collect 

God, our judge and saviour, 

teach us to be open to your truth 

and to trust in your love, 

that we may live each day 

with confidence in the salvation which is given 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

22nd Oct 19th Sunday After Trinity  

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Isaiah 45:1-7 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Matthew 22:15-22 

Collect 

Faithful Lord, 

whose steadfast love never ceases 

and whose mercies never come to an end: 

grant us the grace to trust you 

and to receive the gifts of your love, 

new every morning, 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

29th Oct 20th Sunday After Trinity  

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Leviticus 19:1-2,15-18 

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

Matthew 22:34-46 
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Collect 

God, our light and our salvation: 

illuminate our lives, 

that we may see your goodness in the land of the living, 

and looking on your beauty 

may be changed into the likeness of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD 5th SEPTEMBER 2017 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Knubley, Anderson, Turner, 

Clark and Prime. 

Also present: Parish Clerk, and 2 members of the public. 

Public Forum 

The following matters were raised: 

 Possible problems associated with the proposed cycle path 

from the new Bellway development. 

 Safety problems for parents and children using bicycles along 

local roads. 

Matters for discussion 

BDC Community Governance Review 

It was unanimously agreed that the council agree with BDC re-

garding the Eastways Industrial development site but object to the 

inclusion of the Rivenhall Park development within Witham. 

Bellway - further residential development 

Following attendance at the Bellway public exhibition regarding the 

proposed further development of land in the parish, south of Rick-

stones Road, it was unanimously agreed that the council object 

to this proposed development site along the south side of Rick-

stones Road on the grounds that the site has not been included in 

the BDC Local Plan; the countryside should be maintained between 

Witham and Rivenhall and that the local infrastructure has not been 

taken into proper consideration for the cumulative developments in 

north Witham/Rivenhall which already amounts to nearly 600 hous-

es. 

Parking in Foxden 

The majority response from the letters sent to local residents is 

against any parking restriction in Foxden, the problem seemingly 

being related to a single property. It was unanimously agreed 
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that a letter be sent to each residence indicating that the council 

will not be taking further action regarding parking restrictions in 

Foxden; but further adding that if private householders consider 

there remains a problem that the matter should be taken up indi-

vidually with BDC. 

Solar powered streetlight at junction of Rectory Lane and Rick-

stones Road 

Before further consideration is given for the provision of additional 

lighting, it was agreed that the Maintenance Contractor be re-

quested to provide an estimate of cost for trimming the trees and 

bushes so that the existing streetlights can illuminate the footway. 

Rectory Lane – ‘Quiet Lane’ 

A meeting has been arranged on 9th October at 5pm in the Village 

Hall to further discuss this issue. ECC remains adamant that the 

Lane cannot be stopped-up at the Forest Road end and must be 

retained as a through route for vehicles. However as this is a BDC 

Protected Lane and concern remains that it will feature as a con-

venient rat run for residents of the new developments in the area, 

the Clerk will refer the matter to BDC Planners. 

Highway & PRoW matters 

The request for a 30 mph limit along the Colemans Bridge A12 slip 

road has yet to be formally submitted to the BDLHP. 

PRoW 48 & 59: Reported to ECC by the Chairman and currently 

under investigation by PRoW officers. The Chairman is to ask about 

the PRoW maintenance policy at the October ECC Council meeting. 

ECC officers are investigating the provision of new sections of 

PRoW along Church Road to the junction with Park Road. 

General Maintenance 

It was unanimously agreed that the sum of £40 be provided for 

bulbs and £70 for 2 trees. 

The Maintenance Contractor will be requested to remove the fallen 

tree from footpath 49, alongside the railway line and to provide 

estimates for the cutting back of the Rickstones Academy bounda-

ry hedge; to cut back the hedge opposite the entrance to Rectory 

Lane and to trim back the overhanging brambles etc on the left 

side of Oak Road and along Henry Dixon Road to the end of the 

footway beyond the entrance to The Drive. 

Planning Applications 

First floor rear addition etc – Bellingham Court, 25A Browns Row 
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Cottages, Oak Road, Rivenhall End. 

Dealt with between meetings and ‘No Comment’ reply sent to BDC 

as plans showed smaller additions to the withdrawn scheme which 

the council also had no objection to. 

Planning Results 

Demolition of rear conservatory, erection of two storey side exten-

sion and loft conversion. 

Application granted by BDC. 

Ongoing Planning Issues 

A12 & A120 Projects 

A120 Members’ Forum to be held on Tuesday 12th September at 

the BDC offices (post meeting note: it is expected that the pre-

ferred route(s) for the A120 will be announced by ECC in Novem-

ber). 

BDC Local Plan 

A Freedom of Information Request had been submitted to BDC re 

further development sites that may have been discussed for Riv-

enhall - reply awaited. 

Waste Site 

ECC planning applications as follows: 

ESS/36/17/BTE – Full planning application to increase stack 

(chimney) height from 35m above existing ground levels to 

58m above. 

ESS/37/17/BTE – Continuation of IWMF permitted by 

ESS/34/15/BTE without compliance with conditions 2 

(application details), 14 (stack design and cladding), 17 

(combined heat & power plant management plan) and 56 

(maximum stack height to amend details resulting from the 

increase in stack height. 

It had not been possible to access the files on the ECC website, 

which ECC acknowledges has been a problem. It was unanimously 

agreed that if the documents can be accessed the Chairman will 

circulate notes prior to the new deadline date of 11th September or 

if ECC confirm that the applications will not go to committee in Sep-

tember, an extension of time be requested. 

Colemans Farm Quarry 

ECC New Access Road; Prohibition of left hand turn Order.  

It was agreed that the council write in support of the draft order. 
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BDLHP 

The latest information is as follows: 

a. 7.5T weight restriction, Oak Road – ECC is not minded to take 

further action until such time as the route of the A12 has 

been determined. 

b. Extended 30mph limit along Church Road – Discussions con-

tinue regarding possible reintroduction of the original proposal 

for a 40mph “buffer” zone. 

c. Rectory Lane – The stopping up of this lane has been rejected 

by ECC although discussions continue. ‘Quiet Lane’ signs to be 

installed at both entrances to Rectory Lane before the end of 

2017/2018. 

d. Oak Road - The new scheme request aims to reduce the num-

ber of HGV drivers ignoring weight and height warnings going 

down Oak Road to the railway bridge. ECC are currently re-

jecting a height warning system. The Chairman is urging ECC 

that as a minimum measure, a new and prominent height 

warning sign be installed on the section of wide grass verge 

just past the recycling area advising drivers of over-height 

vehicles not to go any further. 

e. The Chairman has submitted a new scheme request for 

“Beware Horses” signs along Rickstones Road. 

f. A new scheme request for safety improvements to the junc-

tion of Rectory Lane and Rickstones Road has been submitted 

and is in validation. 

g. A new scheme request is in validation for safety improve-

ments on the bend on Church Road close to the northern 

bound bus stop where the property wall has been damaged 

repeatedly. 

h. The request for a 30 mph limit along the Colemans Bridge 

A12 slip road has yet to be submitted. 

Correspondence 

Network Rail has confirmed that the Public Enquiry re the proposed 

level crossing closures will commence at 10 am on Wednesday 18th 

October at Chelmsford Civic Centre. 

Finance 

The Clerk reported the conclusion of the 2016/17 external audit, 

with the Annual Return added to the council website. 
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Information exchange and items for the October agenda 

Wreath for the Remembrance Day service. 

Two HGVs recently attempted to enter Foxmead – the Chairman is 

chasing ECC re the rusted no-through road “T” sign. 

Public feedback 

Potters Crossing temporary closure for maintenance purposes. 

Dates of future meetings 

Tuesdays 3rd October and 7th November 2017, both at Rivenhall Vil-

lage Hall, starting at 8pm. 

********************************************** 

Ann Clarke ‘s Recipes for October 

Bakewell Pudding 

This recipe first happened by mistake, when the cook at the Rutland 

Arms, Bakewell in Derbyshire, put the egg mixture on top of the jam 

instead of on the pastry for a special strawberry tart.  If you go to 

Bakewell and try a pie at the original shop it will not taste like this! – 

Both are yummy 

 8oz puff pastry    (you can make your own!  I don’t) 

 Strawberry Jam 

 4 oz butter softened 

 4oz castorsugar 

 4 egg yolks 

 2 egg whites, beaten 

 Almond essence 

Set oven to Gas 7, 220C 

Grease a wide, shallow dish or pie plate. 

Roll out the pastry on a floured surface and line the plate.  Spread 

the pastry with a thick layer of jam.  Cream the butter and sugar to-

gether in a bowl and mix in the egg yolks and almond essence.  Then 

fold in the egg whites and spread the mixture over the jam. 

Bake for 15 minutes, then reduce the oven to Gas 4, 180C and cook 

for 20 minutes more. 

The filling is meant to remain soft and is not intended to set. 
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Sky Notes October 2017 

Following the Autumn Equinox on 22nd September, the nights are 

now longer than the days. The evening daylight gets shorter still on 

Sunday 29th October with the reversion to GMT at 2am, the time to 

put the clocks back 1 hour. 

On 31st October the Sun sets at 4.30pm GMT, only about 45 minutes 

later than in the depths of Winter. For early risers though, the clocks 

going back means that sunrise is still before 7am, nearly an hour and 

a half better than in mid-winter.   

From time to time debate resumes about whether the UK’s “summer 

time” clock changes are suitable. For just over a century now the 

changes have remained largely the same except during WW2 and for 

a couple of other periods when clocks were advanced by two hours, 

most recently in 1971. The current clock changes occur on the same 

dates as in most other countries in Europe, although other than in 

Portugal and Ireland, the rest of Western Europe and Scandinavia are 

1 hour ahead of the UK all year round.  

But in other parts of the world, different clock change dates are 

used.  Much of the USA and Canada goes on to summer time earlier 

than we do and they put the clocks back later – this year it is on No-

vember 5th. 

There is an argument that we could do similar, but the effects on the 

far north might be controversial. With the UK set to leave the EU, will 

that be used as an opportunity to renew the debate? Time will tell! 

But whatever happens, the saying “an extra hour of daylight” will al-

ways be wrong. Changing the clocks does not alter the actual hours 

of daylight. 

This month is another with few planets readily on view. Saturn drifts 

into the evening twilight though might be seen making a nice pairing 

with the young crescent Moon on the 24th, low in the South West. 

In the morning pre-dawn twilight, Venus and Mars will be close to 

each other in the first part of the month and very close on the morn-

ings of the 5th and the 6th. 

Full Moon is on 5th October, meaning that the middle part of the 

month will be best for star gazing.  

The peak of the Orionid meteors is favourable this year, with maxi-

mum activity expected between the 21st and the 23rd. The meteors 



11 

appear to radiate from a point above and to the left of the left 

“shoulder” of Orion and will be best seen after midnight. Orionids are 

generated by dust left behind by Halleys Comet as it makes its regu-

lar orbit around the Sun. This most famous of comets is not due back 

near the Earth until 2061. It has been regularly observed as far back 

as 240 BC, though it was not until the C19th that the meteors were 

seen and linked to the comet. 

Orionids are among the fastest of all meteors as they strike our upper 

atmosphere. By contrast, another shower active through late October 

and into November, the Taurids, are very slow moving meteors. The 

radiants of the 2 showers are quite close together, Taurus being 

above Orion in the mid-Autumn skies of late evening and soon after 

midnight, looking to the East. 

The distant ice giant world Uranus reaches opposition on October 

19th in the constellation of Pisces. From the UK it is not at all easy to 

see and usually needs binoculars and a map to find it, but from coun-

tries where light pollution is less of a problem, Uranus can be seen 

with the unaided eye if you know where to look. Even from the UK, 

the possibility of seeing it from dark sites improves year on year as it 

slowly climbs higher in the sky each year along its leisurely 84 year 

long orbit of the Sun. 

The modern era of space probes to the planets has brought us a 

wealth of information, but there are lots of mysteries left to unravel. 

One of the most puzzling is why Uranus is tipped over on to its side – 

its axis pointing almost parallel with the plane of the Solar Sys-

tem.  The most likely theory is that something hit Uranus early in the 

formation of the Solar System that caused it to tip over. But given 

that Uranus has a mass over 14 times that of the Earth, that some-

thing must have been very massive indeed.  Sky Watcher 

End to End Nature Care. 

Those involved in any sort of landscape work will know that we are 

now outside of the officially recognised bird-nesting season, when it is 

an offence under section 1 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 to 

disturb or damage any wild bird nest while it is being built or used. 

Hence now is the time to do any necessary hedge or tree mainte-

nance but it is also the time to think forward to next year’s nesting 

season. While many bird species can appear to have a natural curiosi-

ty and show an interest in exploring new things (and therefore, it 

could be argued, are best placed to benefit from or adapt to any 
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change in their local environment), exhibiting caution (sometime 

referred to as “neophobia”) is a common trait, so if you have been 

thinking over the summer that you would like to introduce a bird-

box (or batbox) into your garden or elsewhere then now is the 

time to act, in order that potential future occupants can become 

used to their presence. 

For some years now our group has been building boxes designed 

for use by a variety of species and offering them free of charge to 

local people. As well as basic tit nesting boxes and bat roosting 

boxes we have built open-fronted boxes for birds like robins, ter-

races for gregarious sparrows (essentially three boxes in one), 

eaves boxes for martins and swifts and even owl boxes. If you are  

interested in a box and have a suitable location for it then get in 

touch (details below) and we can undertake to build and supply 

one for you. The design will be to a specification published by an 

appropriate body such as the RSPB or BTO and the build quality 

will be functional, along the lines of what is often referred to on 

programmes such as Antiques Roadshow as in the style of the arts 

and crafts movement (i.e. please do not expect ornamental chim-

neys and welcoming messages painted on the front). Many of our 

boxes have been used successfully for breeding and/or roosting by 

various species and we can also provide advice on where best to 

site your box, or even assist you in erecting it if you are physically 

unable to do so yourself.  

If you do not particularly need a box but would like to join in with 

making something, or perhaps you would like to build your own, 

then we have a workshop evening scheduled for Wednesday 18th 

October at 8pm at Stovern’s Hall Farm, Rickstones Road. Materials 

we be provided but if you have some tools you could bring, that 

would be useful.  

Please note this is in place of the Science and Nature Quiz which 

was scheduled for that evening but has now been rearranged for 

Wednesday 15th November at 8pm at Silver End Bowls Club pavil-

ion, Broadway, Silver End (£2 per head to cover costs, includes 

tea/coffe and biscuits). 

After that, there’s the Christmas Social, this year on 13th December 

and as usual being held at Fiddlesticks, 44 Strawberry Lane, 

Tolleshunt Knights CO5 0RX, 7:30 for 8pm (please bring a bottle 

and/or some nibbles). Full details of these and other events, plus 

photographs from our summer programme, are available on the 

website www.e2e.silverend.org or you can contact Simon on 01621 

810141 or 07947 388180 or via email: simon@e2e.silverend.org 

http://www.e2e.silverend.org
mailto:simon@e2e.silverend.org
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The Workmen's Hall (Now Henry Dixon Hall) 

 

The Workmen's Hall stood on the single carriageway A12 opposite 

Springholds Farm, the latter having now become the Rivenhall Ho-

tel complex. 

The Workmen's Hall was originally provided by Dr. Henry Dixon, of 

Dorewards Hall, now the so called Kelvedon Park, Fire headquar-

ters. He provided it to be a social meeting place for the working 

folk of the village.This was in line with the Temperance Movement 

ethos, to keep people out of the pubs. Up until the 1960's there 

were two pubs at Rivenhall End!  The Fox and The Prince of Wales. 

The latter stood right next to the Workman's Hall. 

All the properties fronting the old A12, from the Oak road junction 

towards Kelvedon had to be demolished to make way for the Col-

chester bound carriageway, when the A12 was dualled in 1966 - 

67. As the War Memorial also stood on the A12, about where the 

Henry Dixon underpass now is, that too had to be moved, and was 

resited to the St Mary's churchyard. 

My mother and father took over the caretaking of the Workman's 

Hall from my grandparents in 1953, when I was about 18 months 

old. 

I have very fond memories of this building in which my early child-

hood was spent. 

My two brothers were born there, Ian in 1954 and Julian in 1959. 

A I recall the main hall comprised the wing on the east side ( Kel-

vedon side ) of the building, ie, the right hand side as one faced 

the Hall from the road. In the centre of the hall was a full size bil-

liard table around which there was room for me to ride my tricycle. 

There were small tables arranged in the corners of the room for 

playing cards, chess etc. 

At the front was an open porch and the main entrance door. Behind 

the hall room were a committee room and a small library. 

I can well remember the library, just a small squarish room lined 

with bookshelves crammed with old dusty books. It smelt musty 

with that familiar smell of old books. I don't think by the 1950's it 

was used much, if at all ! 

The living accommodation was on the west side, ie,the lefthand 

side as you faced the building from the road. 

The front door was on the flankwall  and then further back, the 

back or kitchen door They were approached up a sloping gravel 

driveway from the road. 
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I can remember one day being confronted by Mr Carter, the village 

policeman when pushing my brother in a pedal car down the drive-

way straight out onto the open pavement.This was immediately 

adjacent the busy A12 , which was just single carriageway in those 

days.There were no gates on the driveway so it was quite danger-

ous to be able to go straight out onto the trunk road. 

PC Carter went in to see my mother, but surprising to say, I don't 

recall being being admonished for straying on to the pavement. 

In fact in due course when I was a little older, it was along that 

same pavement that my father taught me to ride an adult sized 

two wheeler bicycle ! Admittedly probably evening time when the 

traffic was much lighter. Martin Andrews 

Important Future Events for your Diary 

Commemoration of All Soul’s  

Sunday 5th November at 4.30 p.m.  
 

You are invited to a Candle lit service of  

Remembrance  

at St Mary’s Church Rivenhall 

This is a service for those  who have lost a loved one 

Names will be read out &  candles lit as an act of remem-

brance 
 

********************** 

SUNDAY 12
th

 November 2017 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY  

Gather at the War Memorial at St Mary’s church at 10 50 am for 

the laying of wreaths  

BRIDGE DAY RAISES OVER £1,000 FOR CHURCH FUNDS 

Congratulations to the Fund Raising Committee and particularly 

the Hard work of Ann Riddlestone and her team 
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Scottish Country Dancing 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

7.30 -10pm 2nd, 4th and 5th Monday of every month (when there is a 

5th Monday) 

Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 

Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 

Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 

Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 

Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 

Includes the Post Office 
 

Table Tennis 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd &4th Monday of the Month 

1.30 pm – 4.30pm, Entry £3 

Membership of Witham and Braintree U3A required £15 pa 

visit the Witham and Braintree U3A website or for 

further information please 

call Ken Hazell 01621 892417 email ken.hazell@icloud.com 

or email guntongerry@aol.com or visit the table tennis page on the 

village hall website www.rivenhallvillagehall.co.uk 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall, Entry 

50p 

Everyone Welcome 

Call Jack on 01376 514255 

Riventots Pre-school 
Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 

3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 

Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  

or email r.clary@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:r.clary@tiscali.co.uk
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Water of Life by Margaret Martin 

On Sunday 10th September Paul ‘s Sermon included his ideas for how we 

could reduce our use of water. I thought that people might like to write into 

the magazine with their water saving tips. 

Recently I bought an unbreakable Jug, a wide one holding 2,000 mls. To use 

fro rinsing small items of clothing etc. I’ve experimented and it does make 

me use less water than I would in a bowl and after use it makes it very easy 

to pour away the water on to dry patches of the lawn.  

Contact Anglia Water and participate in:- 

The Big Bits & Bobs Giveaway means everyone – and the environ-

ment – benefit 

Free with every visit. A qualified fitter. We don't expect you to fit the Bits and Bobs 

yourself - we'll send you a qualified member of our team. It's all part of the service. 

We'll arrange a convenient time to visit you. We aim for the appointment to be 

within 25 working days of us receiving your request. 

While we're giving water saving advice to get the best from your water supply and 

fitting any Bits and Bobs, we'll also do a free leak check and show you where to find 

your stop tap. We won't charge you a penny. All we're interested in is doing every-

thing possible to help you love every drop. 

TEL 03457 91 91 55  
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 
Witham & Braintree 

We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. COLLINS & SONS 
Funeral Directors Ltd 

An Independent Family  
Company Established 1893 

01376 583750 
GCSFD.UK 

ENQUIRIES@GCSFD.UK 

4 The Street  - White Notley - Witham - CM8 1RH 
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 
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Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

Suffering from memory loss exhaustion 

For all your PC ailments including: 

 Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

 Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

 Internet / Email Set-up & Security 

 Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

 Software Faults and Crashes 

 Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

 Web Design & Computer Training 

 Software Installation & Removal 

 Hardware & Software Supplied 
 

Call the PC Doctor 

Tel: 01621 891064 / 0870 285 6017 
Mob 07990 565336 

Email: 
pc_doc@pcdoctoroperations.co.uk 

Surgery Times: 7 am to 7 pm, 7days a week 

REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 

kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 01376 515987 or 

07889 110962 (9am – 5.30pm) 

Answer phone at other times 

For all You Painting and 
Decorating Needs 

Contact DEAN TABONE 

 

MOBILE:07769 356221 EMAIL: 

breathtaking@hotmail.co.uk 

 

15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

HERITAGE PAINTER 

LIME WASH SPECIALIST 

 

FREE ESTIMATES - NO OBLIGATION 

ALL WORK CONSIDERED 
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Jeremy Larke 

Television 

services 

 
 
 
Telephone: 01376 513645 
Mobile: 07947 601619 
Email: telerepair@aol.com 

All Television Systems Catered 

for Freesat, Freeview, Sky  

 

 Installations & Repairs To all makes and 

models 

 Full Plasma & LCD Fitting Service 

 Wall Mount Brackets Supplied and Fitted 

 Aerial & Satellite Dishes Fitted 

 Freeview, Freesat & European Channels 

 View and Control Your Sky in Other 

Rooms 

 Aerial and Telephone Extension Points 

Installed 

 

Don’t Delay Call Today 

Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk
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DAVE’S PLUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General Plumbing 

 

Tel: 01376 501577 

Mobile: 07973 306693 

ANGLIA TREE SERVICES 

Specialist tree surgery 

Residential & Commercial Customers 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TOPPING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUMP GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call: 

Tel: 01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Contact us 

62 Braintree 

Road 

Witham 

Essex CM8 2BY 

01376 500038 

01376 520568 

Opening Times: 

Mon– Tuesday 

8.30 am –6.30 pm 

Wednesday- 

8.30 am—8.30 pm 

Thurs—Fri 

8.30 am—6.30 pm 

Sat 

A friendly caring practice  

for all your pets.  

Visit our website  for more details and 

to register your pet online 

www.brookendvets.co.uk 

SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY 

Thursday Mornings 
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 

 

Silver End Village   

Rear of Boots 

6 Broadway CM8 3RQ 

For Appointments Call:- 

01376 583133  

Friendly Personal Service 

REASONABLE RATES 

Essex Beauty Boutique  
Call 07985 658668 

Manicures—Pedicures—Eyes 

Unisex Stylists 

SpeedyBroadband.co.uk 

 Sick Computers my 
Speciality 
 

 Home Networking Problems 
Sorted Out 

 Computer Viruses Removed 

 Operating System Upgrades 

 Upgrade to Windows 10 

 

FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION CONTACT  

Peter Hope  

peterhope@speedybroadband.co.uk 

Tel: 01376 502605  

Mob: 07904 235101 

Website 

www.speedybroadband.co.uk 
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RIVENHALL GARDENING CLUB 

The Club's monthly meeting was held in Rivenhall village hall on 

Tuesday 12th September 2017. Chairman, Mrs Pat Clark, 

welcomed members and hoped that everyone had enjoyed the 

summer break. 

Our speaker for the evening was Andrew Babicz. Born in Scotland 

he is a semi-retired professional horticulturist who has worked at 

many famous gardens including Wisley, Hampton Court and the 

Royal Botanic Gardens in Edinburgh. He has travelled widely in the 

course of his work and continues to do so, he also writes for several 

well known magazines. He gave us information on the types of 

plant containers available be they plastic, terracotta, wooden 

barrels, even old boots and wellingtons. He likes to use John Iimes 

No. 3 to pot up. Seaweed is the best feed and he suggested that 

the cheapest tomato feed is usually perfectly adequate. A problem 

with slugs and snails? To get rid of slugs and provided they are not 

already in the container a copper band round the top of the pot or 

even coffee grounds should do the trick. His photographs showed us 

some unusual and interesting combinations for planting and, 

hopefully, gave members some ideas. 

COMPETITION RESULTS Horticultural 

1st Don Scott ( one entry only ) 

Domestic 

1st Shirley Bacon 2nd Daphne Burton 3rd Darcey Spenner 

Flower of the Month 

1st Maurice Bacon 2ndSusan Donnell 3rd Don Scott 

The next Club meeting will be the Annual General Meeting on 

Tuesday 10th October, 7.30 pm in Rivenhall village hall to which 

members and non-members are invited. Free entry and 

refreshments will be served at the conclusion of business. 

Competitions will be: Horticultural - any vegetable. Domestic – 3 

pieces of shortbread. Flower of the Month. For further details 

contact the Club secretary on 01376 512781. 

RIVENHALL GARDENING CLUB  

Annual Summer Show Awards 

On Saturday 2"d September 2017, the Club held their Annual 

Summer Show in Rivenhall village hall. A good number of visitors 

enjoyed the afternoon with flowers, produce, handicraft, art and 
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cookery on display. There was a raffle and homemade refreshments. 

There were 194 entries from 28 members and visitors. The 

accredited judges were Mrs. Barbara Woricker ( W.I. — Cookery) 

Mr. A. Hofert ( RHS — Horticultural ) Mrs. Sogra Newman 

( Handicraft, Art and Photography ). 

President, Mrs Joan Cain, presented the following awards: 

Brian Trench Cup Best in Show — Flowers 

Heaviest Onion Sidney Gurton Cup 

Mary Lyons Lloyd Cup Don Scott  

Annual Flower Trophy 

Cain Cup Best in Show — Vegetables 

Top Tray Richard Radley  

Don Scott 

 Best in Show — Cookery 

Rivenhall Onion Trophy Maurice Bacon  

RHS Banksian Medal 

Maurice Bacon Junior Handicraft Jack Dakin 
 

Pear Trophy 

Lilian Pearce Rosebowl RGC Garden News Shield 

Jim Jarvis Barbara French 
 

David McCarthy Memorial Salver Park House Cup 

Shirley Bacon     Top Vase     

       Susan Donnell  

Artwork Award 

Elizabeth Acharyya 
 

OTHER AWARDS PRESENTED (For points gained during the year) 
 

Floral Cup  Susan Donnell      Homecraft Cup      Karen Dakin 

Vera Foster Trophy             Pat Clark  Domestic Evening Vase Karen Dakin 

Pamela Brice Ladies Trophy Pat Clark  Photography Trophy     Karen Dakin 

Club Cup-Horticulture         Don Scott 

Thank you to everyone, who in any way, contributed to the Show's 

success and thank you to all who visited and supported the Show. 

We shall hope to see you again next year. 
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Turning the pages of History Research by Tracy 

Scott 

In October 1965 Rivenhall Review reports that the Rivenhall School 

Harvest Festival was held in the school on the 7th October at 7pm.  

If was well attended.  After a short service by the children, the 

harvest loaf and other items were raffled and realise £5.10.6d for 

the school funds.  The produce was taken to St. Michael’s Hospital, 

Braintree, for the aged and bedridden patients. 

In 1973, Parish News magazine we have been informed that the 

water supply is re-connected at St. Frances Church.  The good 

news was given that the radiators were working again, after being 

without proper heating since Easter.  A thanks went to Mrs Gilder 

for carrying water from her home to assist people doing flowers 

and for use at Baptisms. 

1985 the Revd. Frank Millar was our Rector and this is part of his 

letter that month. “Life and Death in the Harvest Field” reads: 

At Harvest we thank God for all that he has given us.  We “wear a 

crown” – so great is His generosity to us.  Yet, if we are to be 

obedient to Him who took up His cross, then we must be alive to 

the needs of those who have the cross of hunger or deprivation 

thrust upon them.  At harvest time let us examine how much we 

are prepared to give of our harvest to those who have so little.  The 

measure we give is one sharp test of how alive we are.  If we are 

really to wear the crown of new life, we must first take up the cross 

that this world sets before us. 

It doesn’t seem it is now a whole year since I have been writing 

these articles for the End to End magazine.  I would like to thank 

all the have said to me how much they enjoy looking back in time 

as much as I have researching them.  I would like to finish this 

month with this verse: 

After Emerson 

Lives of great men all remind us 

As we o’er their pages turn, 

That we too may leave behind us 

Letters that we ought to burn. 

Anonymous 

50 Years of the current Henry Dixon Hall  

As most of you know, the original Henry Dixon Hall Called the 

Workmens Hall was built of stone and flint and was given to the 
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village by Dr Henry Dixon in 1872: it stood by the single 

carriageway A12 in Rivenhall End.  Sadly this was demolished, 

together with many other homes and businesses when the road 

was widened and duelled in 1966, but a new Henry Dixon Hall was 

then constructed on the current site in 1967. 

The current Henry Dixon Hall is now 50 years old and for all of 

those 50 years Dot Taylor has been caretaker, ably assisted by her 

family, notably Tracy Scott née Taylor. 

Several months ago Tracy approached the Chairman of the 

Trustees about putting on a small exhibition to celebrate the event 

and this took place last month.  In the Committee Room the 

exhibition contained fascinating papers and documents relating to 

the hall and also many photographs of the Taylor family who were 

caretakers not only in the current hall but also its predecessor.  In 

the main Hall Tracy had invited several groups to have displays 

including model aircraft, drones, astronomy, University of the Third 

Age etc.  To coincide with Tracy’s exhibition, Trust Chairman Wilson 

Kerr said a few words after which Dot Taylor unveiled an inscribed 

plaque to celebrate the 50 years -this came as a total surprise to 

Dot as the Trustees had kept this a complete secret! 

A DIFFERENT CHURCH SERVICE from Jackie Allan 

I visited Essex Army Cadet Force at their summer camp in Castle 

Martin, Pembrokeshire this summer.  At the end of their first day’s 

training in camp, they had a parade, then all marched into the 

gymnasium for a church service.  Our own Sue Malam from Witham 

is one of Essex’s two padres.  She had brought her keyboard, Padre 

Alan had a guitar, and one of the adults had a trumpet, so they led 

the 300+ cadets into a lively hymn.  The cadets were vying with 

each other to sing the loudest, and the senior cadets took no 

prisoners, finishing at least half a verse ahead!  Padre Sue led for a 

few prayers, then each group of cadets had a verse to sing for the 

second hymn, with a prize for the best rendition.    Padre Alan then 

gave a brief talk, loosely based on the parable of the talents, but 

somehow crossed with the X Factor, and with considerable 

audience participation, then the final hymn also raised the roof.   

Given that teenagers can be bashful about hymn singing and 

church services, this was a totally memorable and very uplifting 

experience.  The cadets (and adults) were clearly enjoying 

themselves too.  On a more serious note, it also ensured that 

everyone knew who the padres were should they need a listening 
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ear over the coming week.   Well done Essex ACF. 

Autumn and winter nights –  

create the illusion of occupancy 

Upon walking down the road and with the darker nights now it is 

easy to spot that empty house; there is a line of houses, lights 

within and signs of occupancy. In the middle of these houses is a 

similar house but this one is in darkness with no signs of occupancy, 

easy to spot the empty house and chances are the burglar will too. 

At this time of year an increased number of house burglaries occur 

between dusk and when you get home. You don’t have to be a 

magician to create the illusion of occupancy and it may help protect 

your house. 

To become an illusionist make your home appear occupied even 

when you are out. Simple things like lights on timers in rooms that 

you would normally occupy whilst in and a TV simulator for the 

evenings, you can now even get a timer that fits over your light 

switches (search on the internet for light switch timer) and door 

bells you can monitor and answer remotely via your mobile phone.  

During the day leave a radio on, boots outside the back door, 

vacuum cleaner out with the lead going out of sight (not plugged in 

though), newspaper over the arm of the chair with a drink on the 

table and a pair of spectacles, the list goes on. Don’t leave garden 

tools out in the garden though or you may find the burglar uses 

them. Lock tools securely away in a secure shed or garage; use a 

shed alarm these can also be remotely monitored too. 

Stephen Armson-Smith 

Foundation, reformation and restoration 
Sat 21 Oct, 9.30am to 3.45pm; Essex Record Office, 

Chelmsford, CM2 6YT  

 

A one-day conference that scampers through history from 
Saxons to the Victorians, exploring the evolution of Essex 
parish churches and how the fabric of church buildings tells us 
about the history of the communities who built and 
worshipped in them. £25, including refreshments and lunch.  

Contact the Essex Record office as follows email 

heritage.education@essex.gov.uk or 033301 32476.  
 

mailto:heritage.education@essex.gov.uk
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A wonderful day  
 

On Sunday 17th September Marianne and Elinor were baptised at St 
Mar’s Church what’s unusual about that? You may say. 

The Seven month old Twins and their parents had flown all the way 
from Buffalo in the State of New York USA to have the twins Baptised 
at St Mary’s. Marianne and Elinor are our Grandchildren. We have 
been fortunate to attend St Mary’s Church for the last 22 years 
where Peter and I both sing in the Choir an our children were 
confirmed there.  

It was a joyous occasion and the twins were not at all fazed by their 
long journey including a 7 hour flight from Toronto to London. 

Thank you to all of you who sent their best wishes, attended the 
Baptism and helped with the preparation. 

Barn Dance 
Friday 13th October 

In Village Hall 

Tickets £10 
Accompanied children up to 12 years old - £5 

 Ploughman’s Supper included 

 Bring your own drinks 
                          

Starts at 8 p.m. - Doors open 7.30 

For tickets please contact:-Pauline 01376 512836 

      Jenny on 01376 513659 

Or any Committee Member 

This is a Rivenhall Playing Fields Association (Village Hall) Event 

Non-Committee:- Debra Goate’ (Clerk & Caretaker) 
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THE 2017  

FAMOUS RIVENHALL RACES 

Now in its fifteenth glorious year, the Famous Rivenhall Races 
will be held in Rivenhall Village Hall on Saturday 28th Octo-
ber.  Profits from this popular evening help fund various chari-
table activities throughout the village including the senior citi-
zens gifts, Santa’s Musical Sleigh, carol singing round the tree 
on the green with the Chelmsford Silver band followed by the 
FREE Christmas get-together in the village hall. 
  
Tickets are £9.00 and can be purchased from Bob Turner, 
Jack Prime and Lilian Pearce (Rivenhall Millennium Committee). 
  
Free fish & chip / chicken & chip / sausage & chip supper in-
cluded.  Raffle.  Bring your own drinks and glasses. 
  
Doors open at 7:30 pm and the races start at 8:00 pm 
prompt.  
. 
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Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 

Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 

End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  

Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 

Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 01376 512836 

Spread Your Wings Dance Acam  Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 

Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 01376 512836 

Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  

Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Tracey Taylor 571551 

Mobile Library Oct  Wed 11th, 25th  Beech Road 4.10 to 4.30. p.m.  

Post Office in Village Hall Every Friday 9.30 am to 12.30 pm 
 

Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 

Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Bowls Club Roy Howard 583222 

Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 

Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 

Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 

Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 

Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

Gardening Club Liz Woor 585586 

Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959 

Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 

Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 

Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 

Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706 

Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson 583255 

Doctors Surgery   583387 

Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt sec 585702 

Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell  01376 584639 

Web Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 

Womens Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 

Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 

Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 1-2pm 

Closes 1 pm Wednesday and 12.30 pm Saturday  

Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm  Saturday 9am to 1pm 



Presentation of the Plaque at Henry Dixon Hall on the 16th September 

2017. With Wilson Kerr, Tracy Taylor, Dot Taylor (Hall manager for all of 

those 50 years) and Carol McCarthy from the Management Committee. 

Essex Churches Charity 

Bike Bide 

Martin Andrews ready to 

depart on his Classic Bike 

(Makes a change from 

Classic Cars).  

Essex Churches have in 

the past made very gen-

erous grants to help both 

our Churches. 

The Hope Christening Party on Sunday 17th of September 




